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Meet the candidates  
on March 13.

In past local elections, only  
18% of registered voters voted.

Then make your voice heard.

You have a lot of power  
to make a difference.

For more extensive information about the 
Citizens’ Council of La Grange and our slated 
candidates, visit www.lgcitizenscouncil.org
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MARK KUCHLER  
I enjoy working with the 
Village staff, residents, and 
business community to make 
La Grange a wonderful place 
to raise our families. I want  
to continue the infrastructure 
improvements, including 
the new 50th Street storm 
sewer. I also want to work to 

ensure that the proposed developments enhance 
the Village and positively impact our schools. We 
need to continue our fiscal discipline while ensuring 
that the Village staff is provided with the necessary 
resources to continue to do an excellent job. Lastly, 
I look forward to working to implement improved 
technology throughout the Village to enhance  
communication with the residents. 

KATIE ALLAN
As a reference librarian, I see 
the tremendous value that 
public libraries provide  
on a daily basis. Here in  
La Grange, our attractive  
and modern public library  
is one of the key ingredients 
in our Village’s recipe for a 
desirable community. Our 

library offers something for everyone: books and 
digital media, classes and speakers, story times, 
meeting spaces, a wealth of online resources, and 
more. In addition, the library serves an important 
role as one of our fundamental civic spaces.  
As public libraries continue to evolve and adapt,  
I would be honored to put my professional  
experience to use as part of the board guiding  
the future of La Grange Public Library.

SHANNON RISCHOW
As a technology professional 
with almost a decade of  
experience in publishing, I have 
extensive knowledge of the 
challenges involved in maintain-
ing the world of print works in 
our current digital landscape. 
My roles as business analyst and 
project manager position me  

as a listener, planner, and producer. I believe a strong 
library is a vital asset to our community, and that drives 
my desire to contribute to this essential institution. I’ve 
been a book lover my whole life, but the library today 
is so much more than a collection of books, and I want 
to do everything I can to share its value with the 
residents of La Grange.

ANGELA LARSON
The library plays an important 
role in my life. I took my son  
to story time when he was six 
weeks old and we are still 
friends with the people we met 
eight years later. The library also 
plays an important role in our 
community. Patrons use the 
library not only for borrowing 

materials, but also for special programming, new 
technology experiences, and social outlets. I have  
a special passion for the children’s department; its 
programming provides a vital role for parents. I have 
been honored to serve on the Board for the past two 
years and would love the opportunity to continue my 
service. The library’s future looks very exciting.

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MICHAEL KOTYNEK
I am excited at the  
opportunity to continue 
serving as a Trustee for  
the Village of La Grange, 
having a voice in the  
Village government and 
representing the residents 
of La Grange. From leading 
the Village’s 2020 Task Force 

(2013–2014) to serving as a Trustee for the past  
four years, I have enjoyed being part of the team 
that sets the strategic vision for the Village and 
supporting the Village’s growth through the 
execution of these initiatives. My key objective  
is to maintain and enhance the quality of life in  
La Grange. My underlying approach is being  
fiscally responsible.

BETH AUGUSTINE
As a La Grange native who  
is also a descendant of  
F.D. Cossitt, I’ve always  
felt called to serve. My 
knowledge of Village history 
is vast. As we approach 
challenges to our businesses, 
the years I spent observing 
the process fostering the 

downtown turnaround in the 80/90s are uniquely 
valuable. We must continue to fortify our Village 
strengths and keep it a place where people desire 
to live. I spent six years on the Citizens’ Council of  
La Grange (CCLG), two as Chairman. I have also 
served on the Environmental Quality Commission 
and now work on the Community Economic  
Development Commission. I live in La Grange  
with my husband and son.

VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

ELIZABETH CREWE
I am running for the Library 
Board of Trustees because  
the library is essential to our 
residents and I hope to bolster 
its function as a pillar of our 
community. As a provider of 
information, enrichment, and 
access to ever-changing 
technology, the library is in a 

unique position to serve the entire La Grange popula-
tion. My human resources background, experience 
running a statewide home education not-for-profit, 
and engagement with current political movements 
prepare me to work with the library and its diverse 
constituency. I have lived in La Grange for 23 years 
and look forward to the opportunity to give back to 
the Village through the Library Board.

BRIAN OPYD
Leisure time plays a vital role 
in people’s lives. I witnessed 
the power of recreation as  
an active user of La Grange’s 
parks growing up, and later 
as a resident in Europe, 
where time to pursue the 
outdoors is so important that 
children have a two-week 

“sports holiday.” Now I hope to use my insider and 
outsider perspectives on the world of recreation, 
along with my professional experience in manage-
ment, to improve every resident’s quality of life by 
beautifying their green spaces, implementing 
programs that represent an even wider range of 
interests, and ensuring that the valuable public 
spaces we own as citizens live up to their fullest 
potential.

TIM O’BRIEN
As the former president  
of La Grange Little League,  
I worked closely with the 
Park District staff and I would 
be honored to serve as a 
commissioner. I believe my 
Little League leadership 
experience will add a voice 
for the user groups to work 

with the staff to help review the needs of the parks 
and facilities so that the Park District can continue 
its exemplary parks and recreation programming.  
I believe there are many things that can be done 
with little to no expenditure to continue the current 
progress by getting volunteers from the community 
and affiliate organizations to partner with the Park 
District to help beautify the parks and facilities.

PARK DISTRICT BOARD
OUR SLATED CANDIDATES 
FOR OFFICE

For more extensive information about the  
Citizens’ Council of La Grange and our slated  
candidates, visit www.lgcitizenscouncil.org

Meet. Slate. Run.
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